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Sometimes, we are just waiting for a spark.

From Billie Holiday to Bruce Springsteen, Bob Dylan to Bob Marley, Nina Simone to Lady 
Gaga, U2 to Midnight Oil and Gil Scott-Heron to Public Enemy, songs have shaped moments 
and movements in ways few other art forms can.

They have confronted injustice, challenged authority, united communities and given people 
the  words  to  express  what  they  were  thinking,  feeling  or  demanding.  At  their  most 
powerful, songs do more than reflect the world around them. They help change it.

In Songs That Changed The World, Melbourne writer Andrew Clarke examines 42 songs that 
moved beyond entertainment to become part of something larger. These are songs that 
shifted public thinking, inspired action, exposed uncomfortable truths or gave a voice to 
people who had struggled to be heard.

In many ways, Billie Holiday set the standard with Strange Fruit. First performed by Holiday 
in 1939, its brutal depiction of lynching forced listeners to confront a reality many would  
rather have ignored. It demonstrated that popular music could address the most difficult 
subjects with courage and devastating emotional power.

Sometimes a song captures a movement already gathering strength. Sometimes it provides the spark. At other times, it gives shape 
to an idea or emotion people understand but have not yet found the words to express.

“This isn’t a book about the best songs ever recorded,” Clarke said. “It is about impact: the moments when a song became bigger 
than the artist who created it and began to change the world around it.”

Songs That Changed The World travels across nearly nine decades, continents, languages and political systems. Songs from Chile, 
Brazil, Tunisia, Algeria and the Soviet Union sit alongside landmark recordings from the USA, the UK and Australia, demonstrating 
that music’s power to challenge, unite and inspire has never belonged to one country or culture.

The 42 selections range from classics including Bob Dylan’s The Times They Are A-Changin’, U2’s Sunday Bloody Sunday and Public 
Enemy’s Fight the Power to powerful and unexpected songs from around the globe.

At a time of renewed division, inequality and political upheaval, Songs That Changed The World is both a celebration of music’s 
enduring power and an exploration of what happens when the right words, the right sound and the right moment come together.

Andrew Clarke is available for interview
 

ANDREW CLARKE is a Melbourne-based writer whose career has brought together three lifelong passions: sport, motoring and 
music. He began as a football journalist before moving into motorsport and motoring, publishing his first book, a history of the 
Australian automobile, in 1988. Since then, he has written more than 30 books covering motor racing, Australian rules football and 
the lives of leading athletes and public figures, including seven ghostwritten autobiographies.
Music has remained a constant throughout his life. He has attended thousands of live performances, built an extensive music  
collection and managed a band during the 1990s. During the same period, he chaired the Liberal Party’s Arts Committee, helping to 
shape policies supporting music and live performance in Victoria.
As a writer, Clarke has long been fascinated by the power of songs to capture a moment, challenge accepted thinking and become 
catalysts for social change.
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